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ABSTRAC

The Yemen-British Relations After 1928 until Signing the
1934 Treaty

The Yemen political situation was to some extent stabilized
after the year 1928. Imam Yahya tried to settle the border
problems with Aden British Protectorate through negotiation.
However, these negotiations did not lead to any satisfactory
results for both Britain and Imam. When the Imam troops
occupied some territories of Aden Protectorate tension returned
again between Britain and the Imam who tried in vain to get
external help to support him in this dispute through signing a
treaty with the Soviet Union in 1928. The Imam also failed in his
attempt establishing relations with Germany. Although the
political situation remained tense, the attempts of solving border
problems through negotiation continued. At the beginning of the
year 1933, Britain exploited the tension in the relations between
the Imam and Ibin Saud over Asir and Najran pressuring him in
withdrawing his troops from the territories of Aden Protectorate.
The Imam had realized that he had to choose either peace or war
with Britain since signs of war between him and Ibin Saud were
clear at that time and he chose peace with Britain. Britain sent a
new delegation to Sana’a headed by Bernard Riley in 1933 to
negotiate the border problem. In February 1934 the Imam and
Britain signed the Treaty of Sana’a which included a lot of
issues such as the withdrawal of the Imam’s troops from the
border territories of the south they occupied and this helped
Britain to keep the protectorate under its control during all this
time. The researcher in this study investigated the events that
occurred in the borders within the years 1929-1933 and the
attempts to settle the border problem peacefully through
negotiations which culminated in signing Sana’a Treaty in 1934.
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