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Water mills in Morocco during the Middle Ages: technology and
economic organization
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Abstract

Our study talks about the water mill
that played an important role in the lives
of the inhabitants of the Morocco in the
Middle Ages. Our study was entitled:
“The Water Mill in Morocco during the
Middle  Ages: Technology and
Economic Organization.” The
importance of this study lies in the fact
that it focuses on this instrument,
examining its geographical distribution
and attempting to limit its numbers and
the impact it has on social, economic and
jurisprudential aspects. The study took
the descriptive approach at times and the
induction and deduction approach at
other times. It also paid attention to the
historical criticism approach.The study
raised a number of questions, most

notably: What is the approximate
number of water mills at the time of the
study? And what aspects of influence
did they have on Moroccan society in the
Middle Ages, whether in the economic,
social or jurisprudential aspects? It came
out with many results, the most
important of which is the creativity of
the Moroccan people in manufacturing
this machine, the extent of their
exploitation of water resources, and the
technical development witnessed by the
study area.

Keywords: millstones - Morocco -
technology - economic aspect -
jurisprudential aspect.
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(1) Madani Tariq, Les moulins hydrauliques de Fés a I’époque médiévale, histoire urbaine, n°22,

2008, pp.45-46.
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