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The Evolution of the Narrative Structure in the Omani Novel
A Comparative Study of the Narrative Structure between the Beginning and
Foundational Stage and the Stage of Maturity

https://aif-doi.org/AJHSS/108301

(Digagdl) o o caw iy 25548 2
@) o8l 2an o Je o

Oles ailalus /ouasg @uadll yadl io¥l § aisL (1
Umsaba76@gmail.com

Olas bl /2,8, 401 Zaalomy Byl il oud ey /L 3l (2
Ali.alfarsi@asu.edu.om

Oles bal/ 4,8, 401 daaloms A yall Ll @ /e e 3l (3
Yousef.almamari@asu.edu.om

;p=ildll

LS urew i) g ide ODhies :“,.;.1“.:413 eOLei (aaBalt OF e Aleatl QBT Hguwylt| posms
(DLl W Aol b Aegdas duandll Olegamed! Jol Gyio wdy (Olee Aidalu b Auanill

ol e a.ch.b.Yl E)U GSigd AT:L_A.'a.! uf_l.!'.\j ] Ole gomad! ey u-'ji Olgie Aol ‘;2 Caaliae ;bS” O

drere =) Oloieaddl qaat Bas M Oy sdatl jelatl Al pot SSlall 3ipe Hlo3ig -Cile gamad!
2O picatlg Salondt (AT (e AL AaY Aol oW pdiall Silgiadl a9
W g Aol Winldly Adigydl Led Spdd M Hiadl g3 (Aaygms Aiw AYe)r Aiw daly

J93ag ¢ rall maidly ot dalgyd L) A ped oyl (San Lging o jedll Slew Lgialgy aiylont
Aalus (po @llall Caiias Ll Goleatt La¥) St (Aalgyt WS Jlowe 8 ghuily copmidl Al o

P ¥ oyl (B Ao

Lyl 23l (Gl e 838l =Y ) /N AT sl imsdlo 19381 — ilaall gy sl llaiell LliST Sagall oSay = 1

V-4 o VN b old e o diddly sl uld

e nlS¥lg Aar AU Bk oy (¥ Aal Lromyd say ¢ Vo V4 ale (S L) yall 2o, 10 3doudl 8350l iyl ) ol -2

g othle



mailto:Umsaba76@gmail.com
mailto:Ali.alfarsi@asu.edu.om
mailto:Yousef.almamari@asu.edu.om

ol ISSN : 2410-1818

Al Al gyl il 5k
ol gy 3 ¢ o il dam (e 3 egaedll e (o G it B3 6 0 L

WS B padl Aoy uerwlll Ao po (po Aaidlgin jlde slpa| ] awd dB)el) ol (B
OO GOSN i (B gl elaie (pe HLAS YT Lidgla (Al ye JSI (piles Hliist S35 (e Alg T
Jiputt Lmylog (A po JS (B Cialhy oS apuad) OLdTy 2o juolic duegbdges (laidd toplul)
LUSH jalall Oyloly Cooy id| Aoudlall Olowdly godlall @al Le @ gag ois Aiimd!| Ziysll (5 a5l
SLAISI g (plaalt QLS (ans cuas 50 OF (San J15ad 188 e Gyl ¥Lb Saileal) Alg,d) 2 Auspuull
BN Ol uetl B Lyl LS Jloe B Adgag dpe Hilsant Olileal)
Sy | Ao

lall ailie Algy Lyis ) =(pils pe ) GSUall Siuje Lgiowd i) = (ucwlill Aoy (oo
B sodd 339 O Lgs (55 31 9% Alg 1 Cide g 1407 ple b Chytaos 1 (a1 Jond ! 2S35La)
A el 6018 1A Lgag Aludl Algy LT Algydl e Sttt Biuje cdllal udy Olee Aidalu b Alg,!
Leialyd (o2 Al Lgiaw LoS = (unwlil A o Lgle Cdillo] U1 AL Al podf (ag ¢ VAV ale i
1444 ple gl Cpiuss +pamdd Ay AGISY (jomnd| Coes Blglall) Zalgy 2511444 =144 (e wiiady =
Dty g Oobawlyld L palt Dewidal) (o

AGISY a9t By J(aLids) o (W1 1 (pinlg) Lgd Lyl ddd Al gualll Ao ye Lol
SOl A(,8Lan Zuyas) dalg) AOL (asSS Olygdie (e YoYY ale Tlgy) Cys uly (Olalh (G
AU Sl g9 Zaleid! B £9lill Gudmld clidg ¢ el O15a)
PP L (- TRV Y]
Pl BIUAT BT (] Auulyull 018 (5B (i
A yolie Cus e Al el Clawdl G Glilgyllg Olee B (ol Olilgy (o A3jlaetl -

Slasiuly Haill deagy wialu¥! Cun (pe syl OLAED) OSelly Olajlly Oluasadls Ayl
ools awld jelaie (e pdolu¥I i gyl

LY Sliall M (e 5puolaall Slilgydl 2 il guaidly jelaidl pailad 42,as -
L yad) (2 Leid! oyl SIS (oo A peadl B OligSe oy -
Adugyialt Zleid! B syl A ) jelal B ASLAT LS g copmid) 593 Ol -
Ay mgia

okl e Brolactl Glilgydly uorwlidl Glbilgy (po Wylie Aumgin sliisnl le Awlynd| Oorelel
I At Olalyad) e ZaLeldl Bl (o kil wBy «Bylisnally dugydall zaleild Jloiy cawg
Cr A ped) Sluyad) dimylo Log <Ol g Qg0 Beolin 3peall By o (rugt) OgDISEN Lt (yuluad

Bpuolaadl Sl ! B Wi Oy G oyl SLdly (A1l ey Lo Slilgy Les Sdje GLAES

5lag Huyall S B35le " ey A39,all (YL YY ala pall Blo, 0 ALl 355Lal) Spuadll Alall G slads Byly cdss - 3
35l (RaloLize Do) Ll 56 cotall Aeuts Tainally gDl ol 3 53l (SLEY1 3lic) Bl o Lo A, 1L, 5Ly
TV ale 8ygbdll 2 pall 2l 0 1,1S

Joadl s sl (oyme Sldlad 3 Lajed o lel uBg Y. VY alad Ausyall (Soull 855lay oo wolall )13 S8LaT1 20,5 Bylg, eyl - ¢
XYY siig Ll § oSl

; W s
E #2023 525581 (10) sl (83) 2221 7 :\ﬂ;uﬁgﬁiiy\e;u




ISSN : 2410-1818

e Al Al gyl il 5k
ol gy 3 ¢ o il dam (e 3 egaedll e (o G it B3 6 0 ®
ety E‘L’L’!

y9dad Adileat! Aalgpll B Cyglad ud 2oyl Aded! O ¢ Lo gl (4o Alea ) Zulydll Cuals

OLAT @anidly B> Blblie o8 J5u Cuwel Ul 3yl e (B jewd COIS O dad UWsglo
Algpd) jualdS g ¢ Auagag Acduld Sh)9 Lies Dlg)ll el il ¢ apuad) GLUGT B (aiy ¢ o)
2 Al Jan IS (OLIST! ulsTy Olgo¥l aual 1) Olat (s caloasy 4 dimd ity Jlay Lo
Eoslawily GHlamdl fnlidl cadssd slmd (BSIA Hguax Jiasg $as2sl) el albgy awld (gl

E £2023 15581 (10) sl (83) 222

Aoty dlate 3 pall 233 Jamiy ( aliell (AT §)gua
oyl GLAET « ilajl sliadll ¢ AISell bl ¢As ! Add! A Liaed) GlelSI

Abstract

Researchers of Omani literature
unanimously agree that the 1980s and
1990s witnessed the foundational stages
of fiction writing in the Sultanate of
Oman with the first story collections
published in the early 1980s. However,
there is no consensus yet on the title of
the first published collection® due to the
absence of documentation of the printing
history of these collections. The
evolution stage as seen by Aziza Al-
Ta’ei took place in the decade
subsequent to the 1990s (i.e. 2000-
2010); the first ten years of the second
millennium of the twenty-first century.

The year 2010 is viewed as a
pivotal year for the Omani novel
because it withessed the publication of
the “Celestial Bodies”® novel by
novelist and academician Jokha Al-
Harthi. After this event, history can
document a new stage for the Omani
novels, one that can be said to be mature
enough to start experimenting on
creative writing. Thereafter, the Omani

literature, started to  contribute
substantially to the world, reflecting on
a deep-rooted history of humankind.

In this paper, a comparison is
made between the foundational stage
and the maturity stage in novel writing
by examining two works from each
stage. The researchers sought to make
selections based on variations of gender
and styles so as to objectively examine
how elements of structure and narration
techniques were leveraged at every
stage. This paper raises a very critical
question: what are the significant and
palpable features that defined and
framed the development of narrative
writing in the Omani novel? The answer
to this question may explain how
numerous Omani novelists and writers,
from both genders, were successful
recipients of prominent pan-Arab and
international prizes in novel writing over
the past five years.

SRefer to the Omani Narrative Discourse Book — Genres and Features 1939/2010- by Dr. Aziza Al-
Ta’ei, the Arab Institute for Research & Publishing, Beirut, Lebanon, P. 4-41.

6 Won the International Prize for Arabic Fiction (Man Booker) in 2019, after it was translated into
English, by the translator and academic: Marilyn Booth.
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Study Samples

From the foundational stage —
which is divided by Aziza Al-Ta’ei int®
two phases —the researchers selected the
novel authored by Abdulla Al-Ta’ei
“Angels of Al-Jebel Al-Akhdar” whick
was published in 1956 to set a starting
point for the early stages of fiction
writing in Oman. Aziza Al-Ta’ei dubbed
this novel as ‘the novel of the
beginning’, a phase that continued up to
1987. The next stage, which is identified
by Aziza as the foundational stage, spans
the time between 1989 to 1999, and is
represented by the novel “Wandering
Around the Burning Wood” — written by
Badriya Al-Shihhi and published by the
Arabic Institute for Research &
Publishing, Beirut.

For the maturity stage, the
researchers examined “Dilshad — Story
of Hunger and Satiety”” authored by
Bushra Khalfan and released in 2021 by
Takween Publishing, along with “Exile
of the Water Divider” by Zahran Al-
Qasmi to add diversity to the samples
and perspectives.

Objectives of the Study
The study is intended to achieve
several objectives including:

To compare between novels of the
foundational stage and novels of the
maturity stage based on elements of the
narrative structure — characters, time and
space, narrative techniques in terms of
style, perspective and reflection on

"Dilshad was earlier shortlisted for the 2022
International Prize for Arabic Fiction (AKA Arab
Booker Prize) and won the 2022 Katara Prize for
Arabic Novel alongside the Algerian Ezzedine
Jalaouji for his novel “Embrace of Snakes” and

history or myths from a special
philosophical angle.

To identify the features of development
and maturity in contemporary novels
through the selected samples.

To describe the elements of the narrative
structure by examining the novels
representing the two stages.

To illustrate the role of experimentation
and mechanisms in the evolution of the
narrative structure in light of the models
selected for the study.

Methodology of the Study

The comparative approach is used
to compare foundational novels against
contemporary  novels based on
description and analysis of the samples
selected for the study. The researcher
leveraged the structural studies founded
by the Russian formalists toward the
study of narration, in particular Gérard
Genette’s and the techniques set forth by
the narratological studies as feature of
post modernity novels and
experimentation ~ mechanisms  that
seemed modern in the contemporary
narratives.

Conclusions

The study draws  several
conclusions. It found that the narrative
structure of the Omani novel evolved
and developed significantly compared to
the traditional narrative approach. The
Omani novel is found to venture into
unknow territories, go deeper with
experimentation and  demonstrate
creativity in the narrative techniques that

Tunisian Nabiha Al-Eisi for her novel

“Transversal Dreams” .
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lend the novel a depth and philosophical | time and memory. They further employ
existential perspective. The study also | civilizational and mythical history in a
found that the Omani novel is not | way that charms the reader with its
confined to a sole protagonist who is | seamless narrative flow and poetic
typically extravagantly celebrated, but | language.

encompassed several divergent voices
and overlapping stories in a manner that | Keywords: narrative structure, spatial
sets the novel into a philosophical | space, temporal space, narrative
interpretation reflective of the existential | techniques
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